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The State Department alerts U.S. citizens to the potential for terrorist attacks in Europe.  Current 
information suggests that al-Qa’ida and affiliated organizations continue to plan terrorist attacks.  
European governments have taken action to guard against a terrorist attack and some have 
spoken publicly about the heightened threat conditions. 

Terrorists may elect to use a variety of means and weapons and target both official and private 
interests.  U.S. citizens are reminded of the potential for terrorists to attack public transportation 
systems and other tourist infrastructure.  Terrorists have targeted and attacked subway and rail 
systems, as well as aviation and maritime services.  U.S. citizens should take every precaution to 
be aware of their surroundings and to adopt appropriate safety measures to protect themselves 
when traveling.   

We continue to work closely with our European allies on the threat from international terrorism, 
including al-Qa’ida.  Information is routinely shared between the U.S. and our key partners in 
order to disrupt terrorist plotting, identify and take action against potential operatives, and 
strengthen our defenses against potential threats. 

We recommend U.S. citizens register their travel plans with the Consular Section of the U.S. 
Embassy through the State Department's travel registration website.  Travelers may obtain up-to-
date information on security conditions by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the U.S. and 
Canada, or on a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444 from elsewhere in the world. 

For information on general crime and security issues, U.S. citizens should also consult the 
Department of State's Country-Specific Information as well as the Worldwide Caution, which 
can be found on the Bureau of Consular Affairs website. For further information on safety tips 
while traveling abroad, U.S. citizens should also consult the following website: 
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/tips_1232.html 

This Travel Alert expires on January 31, 2011.   

All U.S. citizens in South Africa are urged to register either online at 
https://travelregistration.state.gov or by phone or in person directly with the U.S. Embassy in 
Pretoria or the Consulates General in Johannesburg, Cape Town, or Durban.  Registering gives 
U.S. citizens access to updated information on travel and security within South Africa and makes 

 



it easier for the Embassy to contact citizens in case of emergency.  Please note the following 
contact information: 
 
 
U.S. Embassy to the Republic of South Africa 
877 Pretorius Street 
Arcadia, Pretoria 
Tel: 012-431-4000 (outside South Africa: +27-12-431-4000) 
After-hours emergencies:  012-431-4000 
http://usembassy.state.gov/pretoria/.    
  
U.S. Consulate General, Johannesburg  
(Covering Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West, and Free State provinces) 
1 Sandton Drive (cnr. of Rivonia) 
Sandhurst, Johannesburg 
Tel: 011-290-3000 (outside South Africa: +27-11-290-3000)  
After-hours emergencies: 079-111-1684 (outside South Africa: +27-79-111-1684) 
 
U.S. Consulate General, Cape Town  
(Covering Western Cape, Eastern Cape, and Northern Cape provinces) 
2 Reddam Avenue 
Westlake, Cape Town 
Tel: 021-702-7300 (outside South Africa: +27 702-7300  
After-hours emergencies:  021-702-7300 (outside South Africa:  +27-21-702-7300) 
 
U.S. Consulate General, Durban  
(Covering KwaZulu-Natal Province) 
Old Mutual Building, 31st floor 
303 West Street 
Durban 
Tel:  031-305-7600 (+27-31-305-7600) 
After hours emergencies: 079-111-1445 (outside South Africa: +27-79-111-1445)   
 
 


