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What’s New at Google

Google News http://news.google.com
Google Alerts 
http://www.google.com/webalerts
Google Answers
http://answers.google.com/
Check out Google Labs  
http://labs.google.com

http://news.google.com/
http://www.google.com/webalerts
http://answers.google.com/answers/browse?catid=1600
http://labs.google.com/


Google News Alerts



Yahoo! Makes a Comeback

Overture buys AlltheWeb and AltaVista
Yahoo! – http://www.yahoo.com, no longer 
uses Google’s database, creates its own
Is negotiating with National Public Radio, the 
Library of Congress, Project Gutenberg, and 
others to provide digital archives and other 
“deep Web” sites in its database



Search Tools to Look At Again

Teoma http://www.teoma.com – uses 
subject-specific popularity to rank sites – has 
improved its relevance ranking in the last 
year
Clusty http://www.clusty.com - new beta 
search tool clusters results – uses Visisimo 

http://www.teoma.com/
http://www.clusty.com/






Natural Language Searching Gets 
More Sophisticated

Ask Jeeves 
http://www.ask.com - uses Teoma’s Search 
Technology
BrainBoost
http://www.brainboost.com - a question 
answering search engine 

http://www.ask.com/
http://www.brainboost.com/






Information Gems: Subject 
Directories 

Many include evaluated sites
Good places to start when you have a broad 
topic
The best:  The Librarians’ Index to the 
Internet   http://lii.org
Not as good, but helpful – Yahoo’s Directory 
http://dir.yahoo.com, and Open Directory 
Project  http://dmoz.org

http://lii.org/
http://dir.yahoo.com/
http://dmoz.org/








What are Weblogs?

Weblog, or blog, is a frequently updated Web 
page that contains links to resources, 
personal commentaries, and opinions.  
A blog is about three things: frequency, 
brevity, and personality
Publishing is easy; no need to learn HTML.
Example of a Weblog: beSpacific, 
http://www.bespacific.com

http://www.bespacific.com/


More Examples of Weblogs

Resource Shelf
– http://www.resourceshelf.com

Resource Shelf’s DocuTicker
– http://www.docuticker.com

Election Law
– http://www.electionlawblog.org

http://www.resourceshelf.com/
http://www.docuticker.com/
http://www.electionlawblog.org/


How to Write Your Own Weblog

Use a free Web-based Weblog service, such 
as Blogger, http://www.blogger.com
The content can be entered in plain text –
and design templates are available
You can maintain the Weblog from any 
computer that’s connected to the Internet
There is no need to have special servers or 
software installed on your computer

http://www.blogger.com/




These Weblogs and Sites Can Keep 
You Up to Date With Search Trends

LLRX  http://www.llrx.com/
Library Stuff  http://www.librarystuff.net
ResearchBuzz  
http://www.researchbuzz.com
The Shifted Librarian 
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/

http://www.llrx.com/
http://www.librarystuff.net/
http://www.researchbuzz.com/
http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/


How to Find More Weblogs 

Open Directory Project  http://dmoz.org/
Yahoo Directory http://dir.yahoo.com
Simply search for  weblogs to get started…
Google: http://www.google.com,  enter a search 

expression such as hiv ~blog inurl:archives
Teoma: hiv blog archives
Yahoo:  type hiv blog inurl:archives

http://dir.yahoo.com/Computers_and_Internet/Internet/World_Wide_Web/Weblogs/
http://www.google.com/


More Ways to Find Weblogs

Blawg http://blawg.org/
– Focuses on law and legal related Weblogs

Library Weblogs 
http://www.libdex.com/weblogs.html
BlogAfrica http://allafrica.com/afdb/blogs/
– Blogs about Africa

http://blawg.org/
http://www.libdex.com/weblogs.html
http://allafrica.com/afdb/blogs/


What is RSS?

Really Simple Syndication
RSS is an eXtensible Markup Language, 
XML-based format for syndicating news and 
content
RSS allows you to create your own personal 
news wire, using “RSS feeds”



You’ll Need a Newsreader or News 
Aggregator

RSS readers or aggregators can be Web-
based or downloaded to your computer’s 
hard drive.  
Weblogs Compendium: RSS Readers
– http://allrss.com/rssreaders.html

One such reader is Fastbuzz News, 
http://www.fastbuzz.com
Another is My Yahoo!  http://my.yahoo.com

http://allrss.com/rssreaders.html
http://www.fastbuzz.com/






Most Weblogs, News Sites and Many 
E-zines Have RSS Feeds

How to make a resource part of your RSS 
personalized news wire
Look for the XML link in the resource you 
want, for example, The Resource Shelf, 
http://www.resourceshelf.com
Find the link for XML or RSS
Click on it
Save the URL
Paste it into the RSS reader’s “add channel”
form

http://www.resourceshelf.com/


Using Your Newsreader’s 
Database to Add News Feeds

Most newsreaders have a way for you to 
search for a title that you want to follow
For example, let’s say you want to follow the 
news headlines from the Washington Post.
Simply search your newsreader’s database 
for Washington Post and add the resource to 
your list.













Some Sources Allow More 
Personalized Content Feeds

It’s possible to receive specific sections of a 
newspaper, for example, see the Washington 
Post’s RSS feeds
It’s also possible to receive search results in 
your aggregator, for example, do a search in 
HubMed, http://www.hubmed.org, and the 
results are available in RSS.
Simply add the code to your aggregator and 
results are sent there.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/rss/front.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/rss/front.htm












Washington File News Feed

The Washington File is constantly updated 
on the U.S. Embassy’s Web site throughout 
the day.
See http://southafrica.usembassy.gov
Our Webmaster inserts the XML feed into the 
Web page source code 
You can insert the Washington File into your 
RSS newsreader as well! 

http://southafrica.usembassy.gov/


Keeping Up With New (and not so 
new) Trends

Look for more personalized search tools 
Don’t forget to try subject directories
Weblogs may be a knowledge management 
tool for your organization
RSS can help with information overload
Customization of search results, using RSS, 
will become more widespread



Thank you for coming today!

Karen Hartman, Information Resource 
Officer, Southern Africa

– hartmankp@state.gov
– 012-431-4023

mailto:hartmankp@state.gov
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